ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 16, 1970 


Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd 

fhe Library Company of Philadelphia 
Broad and Christian Sts. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 19106 


Dear Ed: 


It was most pleasant to chat with you briefly 
in Philadelphia. 


As to your Arabic book, I followed up with 
Dr. Shalomo Gortein, and he said he was retired. I then 
asked my friend, Dr. George Miles of the American Numis- 
matic Seciety, and he will gladly read the necessary pages. 
Please photocopy the three first and the last three pages 
of the book and send them to Dr. Miles at American Numismatic 
Society, Broadway between 155th and 156th Sts., New York 
City, New York 10032. If you prefer that I send then, 
please mail them to me for that purpose. 


Under separate cover I am sending you my book, 
Barly Paper Money of America, with my compliments. 


Your library has a Du Simitiere item I need a 
copy of. It is a broadside of the sale of his effeets on 
March 10, 1785. Because it is large, I need only sectional 
Xerox copies which I can zeassemble. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 
Se 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 

63102 


THE 
nh e f @ S. : f : 
MAGAZINE 


P.O. Box 150 Sidney, Ohio 45365 


SUBJECT 


ro W 





DATE 
August 26, 1971 


We have exhausted all abilities here to find the source 
material for the article reference to DuSimitiere. 


Dear Eric: 


If the data on DuSimitiere has since been discredited 
we certainly know of nothing which would substantiate the 
data as it was published. 

It was nice to see you again at the ANA Convention. 

With warmest personal regards, 

Cordially, 
NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK MAGAZINE 


vee: 


Russell Rulau 
Editor 
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Nova Constellatio eee Ih England 


The United States made its first at- 
tempt at creating a common coinage to 
be used throughout its colonies during 
and immediately following the Revolu- 
tionary war, or the American War of 
Independence (1775-1783). 

To understand the need for its own 
coinage, we must first realize that 
“The United Colonies” were involved 
with the inevitable struggle for in- 
dependence from Great Britain. The 
American Revolution was the outcome 
of a century-long series of conflicts 
with two fundamental causes, one 
economic and the other political. 


There was little gold or silver coin 
available and the expense of the war 
brought about the Continental Con- 
gress’ decision to issue paper money. 
On July 25, 1775, the first issue of Con- 
tinental currency was placed in circula- 
tion. The prolonged war made it im- 
possible for the government to redeem 
the notes and the paper bills became 
worthless. The saying. “Not worth a 
Continental” expresses the currency’s 
lack of value. - 


This unsuccessful attempt at paper 
money led to the proposal of the “Con- 
tinental dollar,” struck in brass, pewter 
and silver. It only reached the pattern 
stage and was probably never placed in 
circulation. The legends and devices 
are similar to the paper 1776 fractional 
Continental currency with the addition 
of the words CONTINENTAL CUR- 
RENCY--1776. 

According to DuSimetier’s 1784 
notebook, the dollar was probably pro- 
cuced as a satire on the paper currency 
t)2t was becoming a synonym for wor- 


{>lessness. 


Seeing that a United States coinage 
c#finitely was needed, Robert Morris, a 
‘-ancier, introduced the idea of a 
tational Mint for the U.S. On 
‘;ruary 15, 1782, he submitted Ben- 
“vin Dudley’s silver pattern pieces, 
“ich carried out Gouverneur Morris’ 
“ssistant financier of the Confedera- 
‘on) decimal idea for U.S. money. 
‘sese are known as the Nova Constel- 
"*'9 patterns of 1783 and consist of the 
“ov'e (1,000 units), quint (500 units) 

' bit (100 units). Plans for the Mint 


'~¢ 1200 


were dropped and the Bos Constella- 
tio silver patterns met with little suc- 
cess in Congress. Only one or two 
specimens of each denomination ‘are 
known. 

However, Gouverneur Morris con- 
tracted for a series of Nova Constella- 
tio coppers to be struck at Birm- 
ingham, England, under American 
auspices. Dated 1783, 1785 and 1786, 
the pieces circulated throughout the 
states. 


Designs are similar to the silver pat- 
terns, but bear no denomination. 
Thomas Wyon can be attributed as the 
die cutter, because of identical letter 
punches used by him on other early 
American coinage. 

The main device of the copper Nova 
Constellatio pieces picture 13 six 
pointed stars surrounding rays from a 
central eye, symbolic of supreme 
power. Reverse shows U.S. within a 
laurel wreath with the legend LIBER- 


TAS JUSTITIA and date. 


The 1783 and 1785 issues are struck 
in a number of varieties. There are 
three types of 1783 copper cents 
known: One has pointed rays and CON- 
STELLATIO on obverse and large U. 
S. on reverse; the other shows pointed 
rays, CONSTELLATIO, and small U. 


S.; the third has blunt rays and shows . 


a change in spelling, CONSTELATIO. 


Reverse of the 1785 coppers depict a, 
S. in script. Obverses are similar to 


above. Varieties follow: Blunt rays, 
CONSTELATIO; sharp-pointed rays, 
CONSTELLATIO; and blunt pointed 


rays, CONSTELLATIO. 


Less than a dozen pieces with the 
1786 date are known. 

With the restoration of peace, trade 
with England resumed. Not having 
any federal currency, some states were 
quick to grant copper’ coinage 
privileges to private contractors. 
Unauthorized private enterprise pro- 
duced a number of tokens and a num- 
ber of other private tokens were im- 
ported. The Nova Constellatio coppers 
are of this period, along with the so- 
called Barcent, the Mott token, the 


(Continued on page 1202) 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Sidney, Ohio 
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May 1, 1973 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Erie P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


As one who has personally profited from your publications on colonial 
currency, I was pleased to receive your letter inquiring about the late 
Damon Douglas and the diary of Pierre Fugéne du Simitiére. We do not 
have this diary, but if you have not already checked with the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, you probably should do so. In the National 
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections the Library Company is listed 
as having his papers; possibly the diary which you are seeking is among 
them. I hope so. 


Sincerely yours, 
Cao ce 


Robert C. Morris 
Keeper of Manuscripts 


230 Broadway, Newark, New Jersey 07104 * (207 )483-3939 
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THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA & rounven 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA IQIO7 


December 7, 1970 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


I hope you received our earlier letter 
expressing our great appreciation for your 
kindness in sending us your book on Colonial 
paper currency. As a small return, I en- 
close herewith xeroxes of the Du Simitiere 
broadside. I am sure you can piece it to- 
gether to your satisfaction. 


I have written to Dr. Miles, sending 
him xeroxes and hope that he will be able to 
solve our problem. I appreciate your inter- 
vention on our behalf. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


sy 


Edwin Wolf, 2nd 
Librarian 

EW mp 

Enclosure 
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10. 2 top-leaves. Short thighs and long legs var. 
11. 2 top-leaves. Chignon under right:-part of Y. 
12. 1 top-leaf. Ch’gnon t«uches letter Y. 
18. 1 tcp-leaf. Ch'gzron under right part of Y. 
14. 1 top-leaf. Chignon under centre of Y. 
15. The ugly face var. 
16. 47 leaves. Cannon balls between dress and bale of goods. , 
17. 45 leaves. Balls under dress. 
18. 41 leaves. Balls under dress. 
“19. 36 leaves. Balls between dress and bale. 
20. 36 leaves. Balls under dress. 
21. 32 1l2aves. Balls under bale. 
22. 32 1c2aves. Balls under dress... = 
23. 12lcaves. Dated on Rev. 
. 24. 11 leaves. Dated on Rev. 
25. 9leaves. Dated on Rev. inte 
26. 6 leaves.’ Dated on Rev. 
27. Close wreath. Dated on both sides. 
28. Open wreath Dated on both sides. 
29. Small vessel var. Dated on Obv. 
- 80. Battle ship var. Dated on Obv. 
-  81,. 1818. Oval rosette var. 
82. 1818. Circular rosette var. 


Oldest Coin Collection Recorded in the U S 


The following notes pertai iing to numismatics, have been.etakei frem the 
diary of the Rev. William Be. ticy, lately published by the Essex Irstiiute of 
Salem. Weare ii-debted to Mr. John Robirson cf Satem fer his kindress in 
culling these numismatic bits from Bentley’s diary and laying them befcre the 


numular fraternity. Considerable importance should be attached to these ex- — 
tracts because random jottings on coins treated from a numismatic stazdpcint . 
- seldom occupied the thoughts of our ancestors and a'so, because mention is 


made of a coin collection. Thi. collection of Judge Winthrcp’s must have been 


one of the first formed in this country. What became of this collection is a 


mystery. Considerable search has failed to locat2 the ultimate disposal a8 th’s 
cabinet. Can any of our readers throw some light oa this? ~ 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF Wak BENTLEY, D. D. co Salem: Pus. EssEx 


INSTITUTE, SALEM, MASs., 1805: 


1787, Aug. 26, p. 73. Presented to Winthrop, a copper coin of Charles XU 
of Sweden, 7 by 9incies. The stamps were all on one side, one in the midd’e, 


one in ens) ¢ i wht about four pounds, 
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“Sept. 2 p. 73. About this tim> was a great difficulty respecting the circu- 
lation of small copper com. Those of George IIL. being well executed were of 
uncommon thinness, and those stamped from the face of other coppers in -sand, 
commonly called ‘‘Birmingham,’’ were very badly executed. Beside these were 
the coppers bearing the authority of the States of Vermont, Connecticut and 
New York, etc., but no accounts how issued, regularly transmitted, the Con- 
necticut copper, has a face in general form resembling the Georges, with this 
inscription. (He then describes the various state issues he has met with, 
speaking of the Vermont as having ‘‘a new star appearing among the thirteen. 
A sun rising over the mountains, to demote the green mountain boys, a name 
assumed during the war.’’) A mint is said is preparing for the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. It may be noted that the New York and Connecticut coin 
face opposite ways. To remember all the coin which passes through my hands, 
I note down a few coppers of foreign coin: Swedish coin, shield, three bars, 
lion, etc., 1763, measures 1 inch and 3-10: another 1747 similar: Russian, a 
warrior on horseback with a spear piercing a dragon, on the reverse a wreath 
infolding a cypher. ; 

Sept. 16. p. 75. In removing a stone wall in Mystic or Medford, in 1783, 
there were found under it a large collection of brass pieces nearly square, mixed 
with the smallest brass coins of Europe, the whole half a peck. A few round 
ones have a fleur-de-lis stamped on each side of them. The figures on the 
others were confused but representing no character. The stone had lost all 
appearance of ever having been moved, and there is no recollection of the 
eurrency of such pieces which appear to have been in use. A coin circulated 
with the apparent authority of Vermont. A star with an eye in the centre and 
between the rays other stars in number thirteen. On the reverse a wreath in 

which is enclosed the cyphers U. S. Inscription Libertas et Justitia. 1785. 
Nov. 4, p. 79. A list of medals and coins sent to Mr. Winthrop of Cam- 
bridge: Medal of Sweden in honor of Augsburg confession 

A George reigning 
A Pitt 
Coin: Russian 4 Copec 
Danish XXIV skill: 
Danish XII skill: 
George I penny: eng: 
_ Charles I penny 


Charles’ rose. Jus divinum 

«St. Pelegrin 

five northern copper coins 

and besides a Chinese lanthorn : 


1788, April 2, p. 91 (Here he describes a Chinese cash called “Caxa’’ he had 
from Capt. West, which he refers to at length) From Capt. Elkins I. received 
two coins much like our Cobbs. They are above the weight of an English 
farthing, which having a character differing from either of the former and 
having on one side the Arabic figures. ; 
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1788, Aug. 10, p. 103. Copper coin nearly the size of a dollar with the arms 
of Portugal. Elegant inscription, Maria let Petrus III 1777. (He describes 
another the ‘‘size of English half pence with the face and shield of a pistareen’’) 
Ins. Philip V. D. G. Hisp, Rex, and on the reverse a lion crowned, globe and 
sceptre. Ins. Utrumg. Virt: Protego: 1742. Coppers stamped XII on one 
part and opposite on the same sid2 16 effaced, on the reverse VIII. 63 and other 
eonfused marks, 

1790, Jucel:p. 174 (His ‘‘good friend Capt. Hodges’”’ gave him some coins) 
One Swedish, Gustavus the third, 1788. A coin of the U. S. of Holland Arms 
with the inscription concordia fes parva crescunt, 1761. Two pieces of Tippo 
Saib with ficur-de-lis on the face and confused figures on the reverse. 


Jure 6, p. 175 Received from Capt. H. Elkins,—(besides many other 


curiosities) Ore Dutch coin Hero in armor, etc. 1786: French coin, Isles de ‘F. 
and Bourbon, 3 sols, 1770.. Dutch, bruised, marked 6s. 1777. A Fanam, three 
fleur-de-lis. Pice, two, marked’Bom, ete. Silver coin marked M. ras Isulae. 
Num. 1680. Three French West Iad: copper coins. Col. Franz, ete. 1767. Gold 
Cobb (?) figured, third of gold rupee. 


1791, July 20, p. 277. Being Comm2ncem nt at Cambridg2, I set out fw: 
Cambridge from Deacon Ridgeway’s and in a chaise went to Judge Winthrops 
with whom I spent the day. Inthe morning I entertained myself with his 
curious cabinet of Coins and Medals. It was large and not with any antiques, 
butit had a great variety of small pieces and may be deemed the best we have 
in this part of the country. It is improving its value by constant additions, but 
it requires too great an interest in this country, to have its full success. 


1791, Sept. 15, p. 302. Wa‘son in his fourth volume of his Chymestry, has 
the followirg,-——‘‘It is reported of King James II, that he melted down and 
eoined all the brass gun3 in Irela d and afterwards proceeded to coin the pewter 
with this inscription, Mclioris lessera fati. The Congress in America had re- 
course to the sam? expedient; they coined several pieces of about an inch and a 
half in diameter, and of 240 grains in weight in which; on one side of which was 

,in a circular ring near the edge, Continental Currency. 1776, and within the 
ring a rising sun with Fagio, at the side of it, shining upon a dial under which 
was Mind your busi-e3s. O1 th2 reverse were thirteen small circles joined to- 
gether like the rings of a chain, on each of which was inscribed the name of 
some one of the thirteen states. On another circular ring within these was 
inscribed America 1 Congress, and in the central space, We are one. I have 
been particular in the mention of this piece of money, because, like the leaden 
money which wa3 struck at Vienna when that city was besiegedin 1529, it will 
soon become a great curiosity. I estimated the weight of a cubic foot of this 

‘eontinental currency. lt weighs 7440 ounces. This exceeds the weight of a 
cubic foot of our bes’ sort of pewter, and falls shor’ of that of our worst. I 
conjecture that the metal of this Continental currency consisted of 12 parts of 
tin and 1 of lead.’ 
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. An Eighteenth Century Coin Collection 
a By HARROLD E. GILLINGHAM, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pierre Eugene Du Simitiere (born in Geneva ec. 1736, d. in the United 


- States 1784) was one of the earliest recorded American numismatists. He 


came to New York in 1765, later going to Burlington, New Jersey, where 
he became intimate with John Smith, an early Quaker merchant, and with 


whom he left his collection as security for money advanced. 


Du Simitiere was an ardent collector. He is known to have accumulated 
shells, tropical objects and scraps of history, as well as coins and medals 
during the ten years he traveled through the West Indies and the Southern 
colonies before he settled in Philadelphia, where he took up painting, and 
produced a number of portraits of eminent Americans, many of which were 
engraved and published in 1783 in London. After the Revolution he sub- 
mitted to Congress designs for the Great Seal of the United States and a 
medal to commemorate the sizning of the Declaration of Independence, both 
of which were rejected. 

How extensively Du Simitiere went into coin collecting cannot be deter- 
mined, but in the Albert Cook Myers collection is a photostat copy of his 
“Catalogue of Medals and Coins of Silver in the possession of the hon’ble 
John Smith Esqr. at Burlington’ which had been deposited as collateral 
security for the loan made him by Smith, and which the borrower was never 
able to liquidate. We also learn from a letter of Du Simitiere to William 
Dillwyn that John Smith was evidently also a collector, as he stated: “I 
imagine however that they’ll remain with you or Some of the family at 
least for Some time, as well as his own collection which was considerable.” 

The Du Simitiere collection was assembled before 1770 and what its 
monetary value was at that time is unknown (many were over a century and 
a half old); but with the scarcity of gold and silver currency in the colo- 
nies at that period one is justified in assuming that he had quite an invest- 
ment in the collection. There were 135 pieces in all, including a Rixdaler 
of Augustus, Elector of Saxony, dated 1581, and over fifty pieces of the 
seventeenth century, mostly prior to 1650. There were three silver medals, 
a “Medal of Arts, with English inscriptions, 1730’; a medal struck in Phila- 
delphia 1757, for The Friendly Association for Preserving Peace with the 
Indians, and a Montreal medal of 1760, made in New York, by Daniel Chris- 
tian Feuter. Eleven coins of the Holy Roman Empire, twenty-one of the 
several German States, some as early as 1589, and which hardly ever saw 
use in colonial trading; twenty-seven French coins, sixteen of Spain, and 
others from England, Russia, Poland, Denmark, Austrian Netherlands, Italy 
and Lorraine. 

It is regrettable that space forbids the reproduction of the entire list of 
coins in this early collection, which contained such pieces as a 4-mark piece 
of Sweden; a rixdaler of Sigismund III of Poland, one of Rudolph II, 
1604, of the Empire; a gulder of Saxony, 1589: one of Maximilian of Ba- 
varia, 1625, marked ‘Virgin,’ evidently meaning a proof coin. A half lion 
dollar of the Netherlands, 1622; a half crown of Louis XIV of France, 1642; 
an English crown of 1679, a ducatoon of Venice, and several Spanish and 
Portuguese coins of the seventeenth century. 

The catalogue had been written on a folio sheet, which, after being folded 
into four ,had been endorsed by William Dillwyn (the son-in-law of John 
Smith) as follows: 


The Coins mentioned in this list were left as security with J. S. for Money ad- 
vanced and the person who Iecft them finding it inconvenient to repay the Money 
savs he is satisfied they should be disposed of. 

10mo. 23d. 1772. The Bundie of Coins and Medals herein nicntioned and a Cops 
of the List, Wm, Dillwyn took to Philada. with him in Grider to put them into 
the hands of Jos. Richardson ‘toldsmith there, to sell, and aect. for them to fhe 
Executor. 


On the end of the folded document is also written ‘‘List of Medais and 
Coins (Sold Wim. Logan.).”’” Hence we are justified in assuming that the 
grandson of the great James Logan became a numismatist; bei inquirics 


among several members df the Logan family fail to reveal the whereabout 
of the Du Simitiere collection. The “Jos. Richardson, Goldsmith’ who sold 
the coins was a prominent Quaker silversmith, and it was he who struck ¢?: 


a 


Sir. 
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medal for the ‘‘Friendly Association for Preserving Peace with the eae 
by Pacific Measures.”’ 

The following letter from Du Simitiere is worth quoting as it explains his 
reasons for aeons with his collection: \ 


‘ 


Philada.. ‘Apeit 7th 1771. 


The Agata of yours of the third instant came but yesterday to my hands, by 
which I See that your late father in law acquainted you with a parcel of Silver 
medals and coins I deposited with him at my return from N York as a consid- 
eration for a Sum he was so generous as to lend me the year before, these coins 
which I deliver’d him in a paper Sealed and directed to himself were in number 
hundred and thirty five. collected during many years travels at no Small ex- 
pence, many of whom [sic] being Scarce costed me much more than their weight. 
I gave him at the Same time a catalogue of them which you'll no doubt will find 
among his papers. I am very confident that had providence continued him 
among us I Should have had them again for the Same Sum whenever it would 
have been convenient for me to have,vrepaid it, but as it has pleased the almighty 
to dispose of him before [I] could terminate that affair, I must now Submit to 
part with them for ever as it is not at present in my power to repay that Sum 
to his executors, I acknowledge here with gratitude your kindness for me in 
following So far the intentions of that very respectable gentleman in offering 
them to me upon the terms I had agreed with him and I find my Self unfortu- 
nate in not being able to accept of your generous offer. I imagine however that 
they’ll remain with you or Some of the family at least for Some time as well 
as his own collection which was considerable and would flatter my self that if 
they Should ever come to be Sold, you or the next of his executors would (in 
consideration of the friendship with which that worthy gentleman had honoured 
me for Several years past) favour me with the first offer. I have been for Some 
time past looking for a more convenient appartment than that I am now in, as 
Soon as I have met with one I shall do myself the pleasure to wait on you and 
at the Same time disencumber your house from the lumber my late respected 
friend suffer’d So long in it. after presenting my respects to (prs Hannah I 
subscribe my Self with Popa aa 
ir 


Your most obedient humble Servant 


: . DU SIMITIERE. 
Mr. William Dillwyn at Burlington. 


Perhaps some present-day collectors have in their cabinets coins from this 
eollection, and it would be of Mmterest to know what has become of the 
Montreal medal having on the reverse TANK ALKEL MOHIGRANS, which 
is probably the only one so designated. Mr. L. A. Renaud of Montreal does 
not have it among his list of known Montreal medals. 

One of the half crowns of Getdrge II, 1745, has on it the word LIMA under 
the bust, which Mr. Howland Wood, Curator of The American Numismatic 
Society, advises was to indicate that it was made of bullion taken from the 
Spanish, probably some of that booty, amounting to £500,000, captured by 
Admiral Lord George Anson on June 20, 1743, during his cruise in the south 
Pacific Ocean, when he captured a Spanish treasure ship, and which he took 
to England the following year. 


Those Rare Threes 


By WM. D. HOGAN, Parrottsville, Tenn. 


The paper, ‘“‘Rarity vs. Price,’ published in the September issue of The 
Numismatist, mentions conditions that are far too prevalent. <A recent 
study of the offerings of $3 pieces in a large number of sales bears out Mr. 
Gibbs’ statements. Many dates which are no more than scarce have been 
classed as rare by cataloguers. There is one favorable sign, however: With- 
in the past eighteen months dealers have been adjusting their prices, and 
some of the neglected dates are beginning to receive the attntion they 
deserve. They will get more recognition as the years pass. In an effort te 
further dispel the haze that has long surrounded the three-dollar series, 
and to give interested collectors a fair conception of the comparative scar- 
city of the various dates, the study below is presented. 

The writer is coghizant of the fact that one who undertakes a work of 
this type lays himself open to serious criticism. It is not his purpose to stir 
up controversy. 

As to validity: These conclusions have been reached after a detailed 
study of the offerings (fully half a million lots) in three hundred auctions, 
Many of the sales were among the largest and most.important ones held 


